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Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel
God’s Word Is Truth

Last time we spoke of the reception of the gospel at Thessalonica – “as the word of God”

Paul always wanted his hearers/readers to know what he taught was from God

Note: 1 Corinthians 15:1 – 4
The gospel message on which they had taken their stand saved them

Some appear to have had second thoughts re the resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15:12
Paul was a witness of the resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15:8 – and understood their need to believe in it

Concerned that their faith not be in vain

Discuss 1 Corinthians 15:3 - 11

“The Gospels do not explain the Resurrection; the Resurrection explains the Gospels. Belief in the Resurrection is not an appendage to the Christian faith; it is the Christian faith” - John S. Whale

(Life Application Bible Commentary)

Galatians 1:11, 12

The Greek word used here is to make known or certify, declare, reveal

It is not preached to please man, nor is it of human origin

The desire of Paul is that all who hear him – or any gospel preacher – would receive the word as the Thessalonian Church did -  1 Thessalonians 2:13
Unlike the word of men, the Word of God is not empty or powerless but works to bring life eternal to mankind – consider:
The word saves - James 1:18
God does not leave our destiny to chance 

Rather He gives us new birth 
Those who are born through the word of truth also present themselves as sacrifices to God –                   Romans 12:1

“Because fallen man's problem is internal, the solution to his problem must be internal. There is no external ritual, ceremony, rite, profession, or action that can change his basic evil nature. He cannot become righteous by trying to act righteously or talk righteously. He needs an entirely new heart, a new nature, a new being. He needs to be re-created, changed from his old nature of sin and death to a new nature of holiness and life, for without holiness, or sanctification, ‘no one will see the Lord’ (Hebrews 12:14) (MacArthur New Testament Commentary)

Note also - 1 Peter 1:23
Sanctifies - John 17:17 
(I) To make clean, render pure

(II) To consecrate, devote, set apart from a common to a sacred use since in the Jewish ritual, this was one great object of the purifications

(A) Spoken of things - Matthew 23:17, 19 [gold of temple & altar]

(B) Spoken of persons, to consecrate as being set apart of God and sent by Him for the performance of His will – [Jesus in John 10:36]

(III) To regard and worship as holy – [God, Matthew 6:9]

Jesus therefore asked His Father to sanctify them in the truth, to set believers apart from sin

The instrument of sanctification is God's revealed word, the scriptures, contained in Old and New Testaments, truth in total
God’s Word Is Truth

God's Word and truth are synonymous
"Thine own word is truth" certifies the inerrancy and infallibility of the Word excepting no portion of it. The holy garment of the Word is seamless; it has no rents of error—or call them mistakes—which hands today must sew up. "Thine own word" signifies all of it, the Word of the Old Testament on which Jesus placed his approval again and again, plus the revelation that Jesus added in person with the promise of its perfect preservation through the Paraclete (means advocate or helper, in this case the Holy Spirit) - R. C. H. Lenski   

Matures - 1 Peter 2:2

Like a baby reaches for the bottle, a believer reaches for the Word of God

Without a hunger for the Word of God one will not grow in Christ

The difference in a baby and an adult is nourishment

The "pure milk of the word" means the total Word of God

Just like one grows from milk to a baked potato, green beans, steak and spinach

One grows as he feeds on the total Word of God

Frees - John 8:31-32

Christianity brought freedom from the ceremonial restrictions and conditions of OT religion

The Mosaic Law is described as "a yoke” – Acts 15:10

This idea seen in Hebrews 9:23; 10:1

The NT condemns any attempt to reduce Christianity to a system of ritual 

Freedom is the distinctive privilege of the saved, bring sonship – John 1:12, 13; Galatians 4:7; 1 John 3: 1 - 3

Liberty is freedom not license - Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 2:16
Perfects - 2 Timothy 3:16-17

The Bible is not simply a history of Israel etc.

Paul says the Bible is God-inspired

The Bible came from God and was written by men

Peter confirmed this idea – 2 Peter 1:21

Paul reminds Timothy that the Bible was not just infallible but it was useful

The Bible is not simply a book of collected stories, fables, myths etc.

The scripture was necessary and useful in Timothy's ministry:

Provided teaching (doctrine)—the content and teaching of truth   
Teaching that contradicted biblical doctrine was to be rejected, corrected, or replaced with truth – Galatians 1:6 – 10
Guide for reproof—reprimanding sin

Biblical reprimanding requires no apology

Useful for correction—helping people straighten out error 
1. By providing a clear statement of the will of God for His children

2. Instruction on how to live His way

Review:

1. Doctrine—What basic truth that God wants me to know does this passage teach?

2. Reproof—What error in judgment, understanding, or behavior might this passage be reproving in my life?

3. Correction—How might this passage correct, balance, or direct me?

4. Training—What does this passage present to prepare me for some future spiritual challenge?

Why: That the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work  

Believers should not study God's Word simply to increase their knowledge or to prepare them to win arguments

Should study so they can do Christ's work in the world

“The whole Bible is God's inspired Word. Because it is inspired and trustworthy, we should read it and apply it to our lives. The Bible is our standard for testing everything else that claims to be true. It is our safeguard against false teaching and our source of guidance for how we should live. It is our only source of knowledge about how we can be saved. God wants to show you what is true and equip you to live for him. How much time do you spend in God's Word? Read it regularly to discover God's truth and to become confident in your life and faith. Develop a plan for reading the whole Bible, not just the familiar passages” - Life Application Bible Commentary
Builds up - Acts 20:32
Paul has been talking with the Ephesian elders

He has warned them of trouble to come – Acts 20:28 - 30 

Paul commits them to God and His word – verse 32 – which would protect and strengthen them

Ensures spiritual success - Joshua 1:6 - 9

The world promises blessings and wisdom it cannot give - 1 Corinthians 1:18 – 25
In First Paul is dealing with the problem of division 

In Paul’s day, the Greeks were in love with philosophy

There were many, maybe 50 or so philosophical positions identifiable 

These cover all areas, religion, politics, economics, education, etc.

Manmade views gave reason or substance to all areas of life

Many philosophies, many philosophers, many followers…

Every theory became true to those who believed it

A little like today in our postmodern age

The downside - without an absolute standard of truth anything goes!

Another warning by Paul is useful here – Colossians 2:8

The world today has great admiration for human opinion

Human education has become a god for many…

Therefore, the plan of God for man’s redemption becomes foolishness

Sometimes even religious people are overcome by this mindset   

"The whole drift toward modernism that has blighted the church of God and nearly destroyed its living gospel may be traced to an hour when men began to turn from revelation to philosophy." - Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Of course, modernism is not modern…

Began in the Garden of Eden and continues till now

Thankfully, the Thessalonians were like the people Paul spoke of in Colossians 1:3 – 6

Conclusion:

The Word of God works for:

1.
For it is works in those who believe -                          1 Thessalonians 2:13
2.
It is God's power unto salvation to those who believe - Romans 1:16, 17
3.
To obtain profit from the word of God must be received in faith - Hebrews 4:2
4. Gives power to overcome the wicked one - 1 John 2:14

